
Final Essay 60 points
Length: 2-3 pages. Must be passed in to my office, Beatty 433. Thursday, 12-7, 8-10:30 a.m.
The excerpt following is from a recent CommonWealth Magazine <amiddle@massinc.org> 6.4.17 MassINC | 11 Beacon Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02108    THE UPLOAD 
We must learn from the Seaport District failures		James Aloisi
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction:
“They were gathered in the spectacular replica of the US Senate chamber at the Edward Kennedy Institute, a panel of local thought leaders discussing how Boston’s past might inform Boston’s future  … among its panel members were legends of the city’s planning and civic history … Fred Salvucci, the former secretary of transportation without whom there would be no relocated Orange Line and Southwest Corridor Park, no multi-modal Red Line station at Harvard Square, no Rose Kennedy Greenway, no Central Artery/Tunnel project, no modern Logan Airport, no . . . well you’ve got the point… Salvucci offered the most entertaining insight of the evening, through his telling of what he calls the “St. Francis story.”  In the story, God calls on St. Francis in a dream to build a church, and while Francis doesn’t think he’s the best fit for the task, he nevertheless obediently goes about the business of erecting the brick and mortar edifice.  When it’s finished, and Francis is at rest, a violent storm passes through and destroys the newly built church.  Francis complains to God: ‘Why did you ask me to build a church only to tear it down?’  God’s response: ‘The Church that you have to build is in the minds and hearts of the people, not in bricks and mortar.’
[bookmark: _Hlk497455556]What does that have to do with city planning?  It goes to the heart of the matter: planning is not about building a structure, or one-off projects; it’s about identifying and following civic values.  (Thoreau’s citizen dropped from his chamber …; Brandeis’s “inert citizen” who threatens democracy) Bold and parts in italics are mine. Peter O’Connor made the same, or a related, point recently in Commonwealth when he observed: ‘If we approached development in a thoughtful, consistent, fair, and transparent way, we’d be asking a different question:  Does this proposal meet the criteria for the redevelopment and growth of our city that we have adopted for this site?’”
Question
If, along with the writer of the essay, we consider the importance of including civic values in planning projects, Boston would become St. Francis’s church, forever enshrined in the minds and hearts of its people. 
This semester we have seen examples both of those decisions that consider Boston’s citizens in planning the city and those that ignore human needs in developing projects.
What have YOU learned this semester from our studies about how to build a city that takes into account “the hearts and minds of the people along with bricks and mortar?” Make sure you use two examples from the course to illustrate your comments. They can both be from the same position or one of each. 

ASSESSMENT QUESTON: 15 points About a well-developed paragraph.
One learning outcome states:
· Analyze and evaluate the consequences of human decisions on the successes and failures in building urban environments.
Briefly explain something you learned in this course on the successes and failures in building urban environments that will help you in making decisions in your careers. For example, after learning about the West End, would you now consider those affected by development decisions rather than just the bottom line? Have you learned from investigating the value of public space how important it is to keep it available in urban environments? These are only two possibilities out of many others. Feel free to choose your own. 
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